
Jan Mayen Nature Reserve 

 
Figure 1 Gammelmetten (the old meteorological station), Beerenberg in the background. Photo (c) Kjell Eivind Madsen 

Jan Mayen is located in the centre of the Norwegian Sea. The island is part of 
the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, an underwater mountain range that extends through the 
entire Atlantic Ocean from the Arctic Ocean to the Southern Ocean. Personnel 
from the Norwegian Meteorological Service and the Norwegian Armed Forces 
inhabit Jan Mayen and man Station Jan Mayen. Most of Jan Mayen is protected 
as a nature reserve. Please note that special regulations apply. 
Link to protection regulations (only in Norwegian): 
https://lovdata.no/dokument/SF/forskrift/2010-11-19-1456?q=jan mayen naturreservat  

 
The conservation value of Jan Mayen associates to the island's magnificent landscape 
and unique geology, the island's isolated location, intact oceanic ecosystems, large 
seabird colonies and the historical perspective represented through cultural heritage 
sites from all the main eras in Jan Mayen's history. This map provides an overview of the 
Jan Mayen nature reserve boundaries 
https://lovdata.no/static/SF/sf-20101119-1456-02-01.pdf?timestamp=1474513261000. 
 
Within the nature reserve boundaries, tenting and camping is not permitted. The only 
exceptions are employees of the station and their visitors. Motorized transport is only 
permitted with the station's transport equipment following roads and tracks described in 
regulations. The use of motorized vehicles on frozen and snow covered land is also 
regulated. 
 
Station Jan Mayen activity areas, are exempt from the nature reserve regulations. These 
areas are a main area on the east side of Jan Mayen (Olonkincity, the meteorological 
station and airport) and a smaller area in Kvalrossbukta on the west side of the island. 
The bouderies for the activity areas are detailed in a separate map of Mid-Jan 
https://lovdata.no/static/SF/sf-20101119-1456-03-01.pdf?timestamp=1474513261000.  
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Based on conservation values, the importance of the 
island as a reference area for future research, and 
not least for safety, all boat landings must take place 
within the activity areas in one of the two approved 
landing sites Båtvika and Kvalrossbukta. 
 
The station commander is the "eyes and ears" of the 
Norwegian government on Jan Mayen. Observations 
and happenings are reported through the station's 
regular reports. 

 
Film about Jan Mayen nature reserve  

Below you will find a link and password for a short 

film (6 minutes) that the Norwegian Environmental 

Protection Agency has prepared about Jan Mayen 

nature reserve; 

https://vimeo.com/99107897 (Password: TMM) 

 

The Jan Mayen Nature 

Reserve was established by 

a Royal resolution of 19 

November 2010. The 

protection act is made on the 

basis of the Jan Mayen Act of 

27th of February 1930 § 2 

third section. The nature 

reserve covers the whole 

island, except for an eastern 

activity area (which includes 

Olonkinbyen, the 

meteorological station and 

the flight strip), and a smaller 

area in Kvalrossbukta on the 

west side of the island. 

Subsequent territorial waters 

up to 12 nautical miles are 

also protected, except for a 

marine area 500 meters 

outside of Båtvika. The land 

area, including freshwater 

and glaciers, which is part of 

the nature reserve covers 

375 km2. The marine 

area/seabed covered by the 

nature reserve make up 4315 

km2. The nature reserve 

boundaries are displayed on 

the conservation map. 

https://vimeo.com/99107897

